THE CMLC NEWS

The Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary Club Inc.
Newsletter for February 2018

‘}-,,) President -- Scott Hardwick Phone 3289322
D¢ Treasurer -- Lynda Alexander Phone 3476393
P Secretary -- David Macdonald Phone 3520304
i .~ Editor --Craig McGregor Phone 9818621
,;’ Address: 14 Reynolds Ave Bishopdale, Christchurch
) ) 8053
".b/{i Email: cmiclub@chch.planet.co.nz
4 Website: www.cmlclub.org.nz
) A Meeting Venue & Clubrooms: 110 Waltham Road,
VA Waltham, Christchurch 7:30 pm on the second Thurs-

N day of the month [Feb. to Nov.]

General Meeting: ........ccccevenee. 8 February, 8 March, 12 April.

Committee Meeting: ......... 8 February, 8 March, 12 April (6.00 p.m.).
Micro Mineral Meeting: ............. 1 February, 1 March, 5 April

Greetings to the New Year. I hope everyone is having a great summer
break. Welcome to the first newsletter and meeting of the new year.

Please remember to sign into the meeting attendance book at the door and
pay the $2 door entry. If you are like me, I put in $20 which covers me for
the whole year. Our new host on the door is Errol Hitt.

The FebruaryMeeting: Our guest speaker will be Rob Lindsay on his
trip and collecting in North America.

Supper Duty: Campbell Lintott, Bill Johnson, Frank Pugh, Robin Hall.
Boil the urn, put out the teas and coffee and cups; clean up the kitchen
afterwards—all very easy.)

Auction: This will be material from David Macdonald, and some from
Lindsay Day.

Field Trip: Saturday 10 February: This will be to Okains Bay for zeo-
lite crystals. This will be lead by David Macdonald. Details at the club
meeting.
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November Monthly Competition Results:

Ist J Taylor
2nd M Luxton
3rd R Hall
4th C Tait

L NZ Agate slice pol-
Lapidary: ished both sides

Ist J Taylor
Marine fossil from 2nd D Macdonald

Fossil Otago 3rd M Luxton

Ist D Macdonald
2nd C Tait
Any NZ muticol-  3rd M Luxton

Mineral: oured mineral 4th Equal L Day. Lesley B

Ist R Hall
2nd M Luxton
_ 3rd C Mcgregor
Alphabet Cup: mno 4th Equal L Day. Lesley B
5th C Tait

Ist W Stewart
Recent Find: 2nd R Lindsay

February Monthly Competition

Lapidary:Polished NZ free form agate

Fossil: Any NZ West Coast fossil.

Mineral: NZ Opalite

Alphabet Cup: pqr A specimen from a county or state region srart-
ing with these letters).

Recent Find: A find, acquisition or lapidary work done during this

summer break.

Grits and Tin Oxide: Please contact Robin Hall or Malcolm Luxton.
Prices have not been advertised as there will be increases with our recent
purchase of grade 80 grit and tin oxide.
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New Members; Please make welcome Jamie Allnutt, Vernon Ching, Su-
san Baldwin and Jake & Alison Heath & family (Ava(8) and Matthew

(6))

The Workshop: Thanks to John Baker and Owen Swann, most of the
machines are now in place. Plumbing has still to be done, and then test-
ing all machines are in working order and certified. So, we are not too far
away now to having classes.

Club Display Case: Thanks to Ray Jackson, we now have a very com-
prehensive display of Milleracaulis, Donponoxylon bennettii and donpon-
oxylon jacksonii (rare fern woods from mid Jurassic Southland.). Please
take time to have a good look at this display on permanent loan to the
club. The sphere of jacksonii is done by me, and the material is the type
specimen named after Ray. We are very fortunate to have this rare collec-
tion on display and it is with grateful thanks to Ray Jackson.

|
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Peter Ballance

llustrations by Louise Cotterall

Geoscience Society of New Zealand

Miscellaneous Publication No. 148
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Mt Somers Station: After inquiries from our club the information we now
have is that for various reasons, this station is now closed to collectors. More
information will be discussed at the club meeting. If anyone has any further in-
formation on how this situation has come about, your committee would appre-
ciate hearing about it.

A "giant" prehistoric bat that roamed Central Otago more than 16 million
years ago belonged to a "bat superfamily" that once spanned several continents.
Fossilized teeth and bones of an extinct bat nearly three times the size of its av-
erage living descendant have been recovered near St Bathans by an internation-
al team of scientists. The species, named Vulcanops jennyworthyae after re-
searcher Jenny Worthy who discovered the remains, is the first bat genus to be
added to New Zealand's fauna in more than 150 years. The fossils showed "the
prehistoric aviary that was New Zealand also included a surprising diversity of
furry critters," study co-author and Flinders University professor Trevor Wor-
thy said. Vulcanops weighed about 40 grams, making them the largest known
burrowing bat. They could fly, but also scurried about the forest floor on all
fours, foraging for animals and plants to eat. Living New Zealand burrowing
bats are known for their broad diet, eating insects like weta and spiders, which
they catch on the wing or chase by foot. The Vulcanops' large teeth suggest it
also ate small vertebrate animals, a trait not seen in Australasian bats today.
University of New South Wales and study author professor Sue Hand said the
Volcanops were "more closely related to bats living in South America than to




others in the southwest Pacific". Related to vampire bats and ghost-faced
bats, they "belong to a bat superfamily that once spanned the south-

ern landmasses of Australia, New Zealand, South America and possibly
Antarctica," Hand said. Canterbury Museum senior curator professor Paul
Scofield said the Volcanops remains provided insight into the "complex
community" of their time. The bats lived in a semi-tropical climate among
other extinct New Zealand species of crocodiles, land turtles and flamingo
-like birds. These species died off as global climate change brought colder
and drier conditions. The study's authors said it was likely the environ-
mental change drove the "overall loss in bat diversity" in New Zealand,
where two native bat species remain today.

Top 10 places to fossick for gemstones in Australia

FOSSICKING HAS A long history in Australia. Travellers continue to try their luck at
striking it rich by discovering a deposit of colourful gems . In our smallest towns and
most remote areas lies some of Australia's most renowned fossicking sites: try Killiecran-
kie for topaz, Harts Range for garnet and the gemfields of Central Queensland for sap-
phires.

Oberon, New South Wales

About 150km west of Sydney, this small town nestled in the shadow of the Blue Moun-
tains has five unique fossicking sites designated for the public. Visitors can search for
sapphires, zircon, gold and diamond.

Coober Pedy, South Australia

About 750km north-west of Adelaide, Coober Pedy is one of Australia& most prolific
opal-mining areas— up there with Lightning Ridge. Visitors are free to sift through opal
mine tailings at the Jewell Box, an area still used as a mine dump. Avid 'noodlers' may
find small opals or pieces of colourful potch (low-quality opal) in the tailings.
Killiecrankie Bay, Tasmania

Beachgoers and fossickers are drawn to this remote bay at the northern end of Flinders
Island, Tasmania. Careful beachcombers may uncover specimens of topaz — known lo-
cally as Killiecrankie diamonds — at low tide.

Inverell, New South Wales

Lovers of sapphire can explore fossicking sites throughout the Inverell district, which is
located on the western slopes of the New England Tablelands in northern New South
Wales. Several privately owned mines offer advice and equipment for beginners.

The Gemfields, Queensland

Visitors to Sapphire in central Queensland, 285km west of Rockhampton, don't have to
leave town to discover gems. For the adventurous, however, there are 11 local fossicking
areas, many of which yield multi-coloured sapphires and zircon. Beginners can hire
equipment and ask for advice at Blue Hollow Mine, near the Big Bessie fossicking area.
Glen Innes, New South Wales

On the northern border of New South Wales, in the hills of the Great Dividing Range,
lies one of Australia's most renowned fossicking sites. Glen Innes and surrounds is the
most prolific sapphire region in New South Wales and one of the world& richest mineral
diversity belts. Fossicking in New South Wales does not require a license, so visitors can
get started as soon as they arrive.
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Harts Range, Northern Territory

Garnet lovers may be lucky enough to find large, well-shaped gems in this region,
125km north-east of Alice Springs. The Spotted Tiger campground is a designated fos-
sicking area and an excellent place to start.

Mount Hope, New South Wales

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Mt Hope, 600km west of Sydney, was a copper
mine. A huge bushfire during the 1950s saw its closure and the area has since become a
ghost town, with a population of just more than 50. However, brave fossickers may
chance upon an abundance of rock crystal half a metre below the surface.

Mount Surprise, Queensland

Topaz, aquamarine and smoky quartz were once of little value to tin miners who worked
this area, about 280km north-west of Townsville. It& no surprise then that nice speci-
mens have been found near old mine sites close to the banks of the Elizabeth and
O@Briens creeks. Beginners can take fossicking tours from Mount Surprise Gems, while
the more experienced can make use of mud maps.

Newry Station, Northern Territory

Head 750km south-west of Darwin and youdl find the Newry fossicking area on dirt-
swept Newry Station. The site is famous for being one of only two places on Earth
where zebra rock, also known as Kimberley siltstone, has been found.

-Article submitted by Chris Wright.

Articles and photos of club activities are most welcome. Please email
them to me at c.mcgregor1@outlook.com

HETTIE'S

ROCK & CRYSTAL SHOP

Birdwood Ave, Beckenham, Christchurch.

Also: Akaroa and Queenstown
Open 7 days 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.




GEMSTONE & FOSSIL MUSEUM

67 HILLVIEW ROAD,
BIRDLINGS FLAT

Owners: Vince & Colleen Burke
Phone: (03) 329 0812
Email: gemstonemuseum@gmail.com
Web: http://gemstoneandfossilmuseum.co.nz/

Open 9:30am till 5:00pm (seven days a week)

Sender CMLC 14 Reynolds Ave Bishopdale, Christchurch 8053
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